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Lamech, at Genesis v. 293 which contains a play upon the name of Noah; or of Noah's curse and blessing, at ix. 25, in which the name of Japhet is similarly treated* Furthermore, the name in some cases has evidently influenced the narrative, as where Abraham and Sarah successively laugh in connection with the birth of Isaac, (Genesis xvii. 17, and xviii. 12 ; compare also xxi. 6,); as also in the unholy ancestry attributed by Israel to its enemies, Moab and Ammon. "We may also fairly allow a popular origin to the etymology of the word Manna, suggested at Exodus xvi. 15. But whether originating with the people or the learned, we find at a very early period in Hebrew history a tendency, which cannot be mistaken, to reflect upon names and significations, to play and refine upon them. In the later writers, this spirit is still more manifest. A proper name frequently suggests paronomasia, and the instinctive tendency towards this figure throws a light on the formation of the etymologies of which I have spoken. Compare Isaiah xxi. 2, with regard to the name of Elam; Jer. vi. 1, with regard to Tekoah; Ezekiel xxv. 16, to Cherithim; Jer. xlviii. 2, to Heshbon; Nehemiah ix. 24, to Canaan. A number of others may be discovered by an attentive reading of the prophetical books. But enough has been said to show that the germ of those literary tendencies, which were in after ages developed in the Arabic literature, existed from the earliest times among their Semitic brethren.
A still more striking example of artificiality in composition is afforded by those alphabetical pieces, which have raised so much curiosity and discussion among scholars. The Hebrew literature did not escape the fate which con-